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Notes from the Pastor:  

Bring it Home,  
Reading the Great Stories of the Bible 

That is the theme for the Minnesota North District’s emphasis on 
reinvigorating the home devotions and scriptural awareness of 
people in our churches. You can sign up to receive emails at 
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home We will also share 
resources as we are able. 

October is actually a great month for us to be beginning this 
emphasis. This year is the 501st anniversary of the Reformation. 
Last year was a big one, of course, but the reminders continue. 
Many short sayings reflect the overall theme of 
the Reformation, but the “motto” of the 
Reformation is an important one: VDMA. Those 
are initials of the Latin phrase, Verbum Domini 
Manet in Aeternum, the Word of the Lord 
Endures Forever. 

Sadly, in today’s time, and despite so many and great resources 
for understanding the Scriptures that are available, it seems that 
Biblical awareness continues to dwindle, not even just about the 
great themes and teachings of Scripture, but even the basic 
narrative, the great “stories” of the Bible. I put that in quotes 
because the word “stories” is not meant to imply, as it sometimes 
does, fictional accounts. We know that God’s Word is true, and 
even the narratives recording the events happening are accurate. 

https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home
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But they ARE great stories, they ARE great accounts of God’s 
actions among the world and people He created and provides for 
and cares about. As I mentioned, there are a lot of good resources 
available, study Bibles, picture Bibles, even 
and most especially the direct words of the 
Bible, which most of you have available. I 
would encourage you to pay attention to this 
upcoming encouragement, and even if you 
don’t have children at home to teach, you 
can still remind yourselves of God’s work in 
history and the great examples of that work recorded for us. 
Narratives have a deep power that we sometimes overlook when 
we focus on other aspects of God’s revelation, and I personally am 
also looking forward to this program. 

We can all grow in God’s grace and the knowledge of His ways. 
We do that at church, and we also are eager to “Bring it Home” as 
we hear about God’s work, especially the pinnacle of God’s action 
in sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise again for us. 

Blessings this month, 

 
Pastor Rob Franck 
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One Week Reading Guide 
Visit  https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-
home for more weeks! 

https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home
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Church Office  

Happy Fall Everyone! 

We are starting this season off with 

some Fall weather! The rainy weather 

is unexpected!  Fall is bonfires, 

football games and general nesting, 

not tents and umbrellas!  Oh well, soon we will have Halloween, 

All Saints Day, Thanksgiving, Advent and then Christmas.  In 

all of this revelry remember also those who are less fortunate.  

Volunteer at a soup kitchen, donate to the food shelf, knit or 

crochet warm mittens, scarves or hats.  Give generously to a 

charity or donate at the blood bank…..not just during this time 

of giving, but all year through.  We have all been blessed … let 

us share God’s love with others as well. 

Mt. Olive has so much to offer to its members and to the 

community. It is inspiring to see our membership increasing! It 

is also wonderful so see the returning visitors; especially the 

college students; they add vitality to our congregation that is 

most  

Enjoy your Fall days whether it is a football game or raking 

leaves or just sitting by a camp fire.  I know 

I will.  Happy Fall! 

Your Servant in the Lord,  

Julie  
 

 

P. S.  The Ladies’ Quarterlies have arrived and are in the mailboxes.  

Members please look at you mailboxes and see if you have any 

important information in them; some are getting 

rather full.  Thanks! 
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Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and get together on 

Thursday, October 4
th

.  Join them for lunch and fellowship.  Don’t 

forget to bring a sandwich!! 

 

Rebecca Circle will meet for lunch October 27
th

 at Pier B-Silos 

Restaurant at 11:30 am. 

Priscilla Circle/Library Workers will meet in the library October 

26
th

, 9:00-12:00 pm. 

 
LWML’s Fall Rally will be held at Hope Lutheran in Munger; 
Saturday, November 3rd. Please register 
from 10-10:30AM, $5, and the rally will begin 
at 10:30. A light lunch will be served.   

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?”  
And I said, “Here am I.  Send Me.” Isaiah 6:8 

 

INGATHERING FOR  

Trinity Lutheran: 

School supplies for Trinity Lutheran.  Especially needed are boxes 
of Kleenex, watercolor paints, construction paper, and unlined 3x5 
index cards. 

 

Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are all invited to attend our 

next LWML meeting on Sunday, November 11, in 

the Upper Room following the church service. 

 
Don’t forget that the first Sunday of each 

month is LWML Mite Sunday!! 

Mites collected thru September totaled $160.54 (1,268.79YTD) 
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LWML Sunday is 
October 14th 

  
Celebrate LWML Sunday 
with us on October 
14.  Building on God’s 
promises, we know that this 
is our time to be distinctly 
Lutheran. Since 1942, the 
LWML has affirmed each 
woman’s identity as a child 
of God and her relationship 

with Jesus Christ, encouraging and equipping 
Christian women to live out their lives in active 
mission ministries, and to support missions around 
the world through their sacrificial gifts of mites, tithes, 
offerings and tireless service. There are a number of 
different circles at Mt. Olive – if you are not yet 
involved with any of them, please consider it. 
  
Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 3 and 
take note of the fall LWML rally to be held at Hope 
Lutheran in Munger (see the poster elsewhere in the 
newsletter for more details). Consider joining us in 
attending the rally – it is a great way to grow in your 
faith and connect with ladies of other area 
congregations.  A number of ladies will be riding 
together – if you are interested in a ride, talk with 
Carol Walczak. 

 
See page 16 to view the poster 
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Mt. Olive Women’s Circles 

 
 

The Lydia Circle meets the first Thursday of each month from 
April through December at noon.  We are involved in various 
activities; which include the Mite program, supporting the 

Bethesda Lutheran Home, and a summer potluck luncheon.  We 
also sponsor a Christmas luncheon held at noon on the first 

Thursday in December for all church members and their friends.  
We also have an annual Bake Sale in December. 

 
The Priscilla Circle meets every two to three months during the 
week.  Our goal is to make available Christian based materials 

for use by people of all ages and to maintain the church’s 
library.   

 
The Quilting Circle meets as needed.  We give quilts to the 
Women’s Shelter and one quilt our our graduates.   We also 

make lap robes for the shut-ins, veterans and senior members in 
need of comfort. 

 
The Rebecca Circle meets at various times during the year.  We 
celebrate the love of Christ by giving to others our gifts of food, 
money, time, and talents.  We host several coffee fellowships 
and supported the LWML with dues and mites.  We also give to 
the Union Gospel Mission, The Heifer International and CASDA.  

 
The LWML meets typically on the second Sunday of January, 

March, May, September, and November after the worship 
service.  We were started in 2014 to be an “umbrella” to unite 
all of the women of Mt. Olive.  We have many projects planned 
for the year and rallies and conventions that we participate in.  
We welcome and encourage all women of Mt. Olive to join us at 

our next meeting. 
 

An open invitation is extended to all women of Mt. Olive to 
consider joining one of these groups. Come join the fun! 
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Mission Sunday is October 21
st
 

Main Street Living 

 

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 
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Calendar 
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Sunday, October 7th 
This week’s pastor is Scott Sailer, President of the South 
Dakota District of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. 

Sunday, October 14th 
This week’s pastor is Jeff Walther from St. Matthews 
Lutheran Church in Esko. 

Sunday, October 21st 
This week’s pastor is Don Fondow, President of the 
Minnesota North District of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod.  His message is titled, “Rest Only God Can Give.” 

Sunday, October 28th  
This week’s pastor is Robert Franck from Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church in Duluth and his message is titled, “The 
Truth Will Set You Free.” 
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LSF has started; and we are studying in the book of 

Isaiah. We invite all students and young adults to 

come and join us Tuesdays at 8pm in the lower level of 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 E Superior St.   

Hope to see you there!  If anyone needs a ride just let 

us know.  Elizabeth and Rachel Franck 

 
Mt. Olive is starting a new procedure for the 
Altar Flower signup.  There is a signup 
sheet on the table in the Narthex; similar to 
what was on the door by the coffee signup.  
There have been very few requests for 
flowers so we are running them through the 

office.  The families that have faithfully requested flowers for their 
loved ones are on the permanent list with the office.  If you would  
like to request flowers for the altar for a special day/event or 
remembrance fill out a form and drop it in the slot on the office 
door.  Julie will order the flowers from Engwalls florist; or you can 
purchase your own flowers. Please fill out a form so that the we 
can be aware of the request and also get them in a timely fashio.  
Thank you! 

 

All Saints' Sunday - November 4th      

Sunday, November 4
th
 we will celebrate All Saints Sunday.  

If you have a family member or friend who has died in the 

faith whom you want remembered at the altar, please write 

their name and date of death on a piece of paper and either 

give it to the pastor, or turn it into the church office by 

Wednesday, November 2
nd

.  There will be a clipboard on the 

door of the office.  Please sign your name and phone 

number so Julie can call you in case of questions, or call the 

office ASAP 724-2500. 

 
Rebecca Circle will meet for lunch October 27

th
 at 

Pier B-Silos Restaurant at 11:30 am. Men are invited 

to attend.  Contact Ruth Cary for reservations. 
 



14  Highlights                                                                            October 2018 

Thank you to Robin Muench for teaching the 
confirmation age children this year and to 
Greta Wodny for teaching the 6-8 year olds and 
to Gayle and Rachel Franck for teaching the 
new class of 4-5 year olds. We have added this 
new class and will be using the CPH materials. 
The nursery will also be staffed and available 
for those who need it. Thank you to Elizabeth 

and Abigail Franck. 

 
Prayer Chain - We are in need of some more volunteers if we are 

going to keep the telephone prayer chain going. We currently have 

morning, afternoon, evening and e-mail teams. If you would like to be 

a part of our prayer team please contact Julie Jones at church or Gayle 

Franck. We have prayer chain booklets that 

have all the numbers and the instructions for 

passing on requests. If you have a prayer 

request that you would like prayers for please 

call the church office during the day and give 

your request to our secretary Julie who will pass 

the requests along to the different groups. If you 

have a request after office hours you may call 

Gayle Franck at 724-1969.  

Many of our members are no longer able to 

participate due to health and we would like to 

have some new members. 

 

Remember to check out the table set outside of 
the library.  We have books and other 
resources focused on a particular subject. This 
will help everyone become more familiar with 
what is available in our church library! 

 
Safe travels to Pastor Franck and the LSF on  

their trip to Minneapolis for the  

LSF Fall Retreat October 12
th

 – 14
th
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News from Lutheran Island Camp 
www.islandcamp.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.islandcamp.org/
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

 

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229; 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles); 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles); 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
Total served thru September= 226 (6 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
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October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 

Take a few moments to share your 

thanks, prayers and encouragement 

with Pastor Franck. 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to the California Wildfire 
fundraiser.  Our donations were $194.00.  We are also 

collecting baby clothes, adult socks and 
underwear to send to a church in the area.  
There are two boxes in the Upper Room for this 

collection.  Thank you for all your support!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Pastor Winston Grieser who has 
accepted a divine call to The Apostolic Lutheran Church in 
Moses Lake, Washington. We include Winston, Anya and 

Annabelle in our prayers for a safe move.  

 
 

Congratulations to Pastor Jonathan Watt who accepted the 
call to be pastor of Life in Christ Lutheran Church in Grand 

Marais.   

 

Feel Better! 
Holly Chambers, Pastor Franck, 

Sylvia Linder, Lois Mertz, 
Norma Mousky, Pam Reinemann 
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11 John and Jennifer Keske, 15 years 

18 Thomas & Lorri Swanum, 38 years 

20 Tom and Nikki Robbins, 3 year 

 

  6    Jennifer Keske 

  8    Ben Griffith 

  9 Jacob Griffin 

10 Justin Walczak 

11 Hannah Franck 

14    Kevin Jones  

15 Breanna Longtin 

        Peter Pierce 

         

16 Nick Polzin 

20 Greg Pesola 

        Lorri Swanum 

        Gary Werkhoven 

21    Jacob Keske 

        Eloise Lietzan 

22    Brian Aubin 

24 Lydia Franck 

        Harlan Keske 

27 Benjamin Swanum 

        James Weaver        

28 Benjamin Wilmes 

31 Jeff Reinemann 

 
 

 

 

 

 


